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Today: Fort Lauderdale opens with a record superyacht fleet, Django 7x wins the Rolex Middle Sea

Race, Saudi Arabia sets small-boat charter rules, and the Youth Sailing Worlds head back to Vilamoura.

L E A D  S TO RY

Fort Lauderdale opens with 216 superyachts and a $1.9
billion brokerage fleet

he 67th Fort Lauderdale International Boat

Show opened on 28 October and runs until 1

November across six sites in the city.

Organisers bill it as the world's largest in-water

show: more than 1,300 boats, over 1,000 brands and

upwards of 100,000 visitors are expected.

The superyacht fleet is up 27% on last year, from

170 to 216 yachts. The biggest is the 93 m Oceanco

Draak, joined by the 64 m Scout and the 55 m

Amels Nomad. There are 121 debuts in total, 41%

more than in 2025.

World premieres include the 29.4 m Pearl 100

Hybrid, the yard's largest model and its first with

hybrid propulsion, plus the Princess C48 OB,

Horizon PC68A, Galeon 570 Sky and Viking's new

64 and 50 Sport Coupes. The Prestige M8 EVO and

Absolute Navetta 66 make their US debuts.

On the brokerage side, 179 yachts are for sale with

combined asking prices of $1.9 billion, up from $1.8

billion. The average asking price has dropped,

though, from $11.9 million to $10.9 million. The

headline listing is the 77 m Feadship Boardwalk V at

€135 million.
Source: YachtBuyer, 28 Oct 2026

I N D U S T RY

New chief executive at Camper &
Nicholsons

Benjamin Bensahel has been named CEO of Camper

& Nicholsons, taking over from Paolo Casani, who

steps down after almost ten years in charge.

Bensahel was previously the firm's chief

commercial officer and head of sales, having joined

its Monaco brokerage team in 2020. The change

follows the sale of the company earlier this year.

Source: BOAT International, 27 Oct 2026

Americans now buy around 40% of the
world's yachts

Industry executives told CNBC that buyers from the

United States now account for roughly four in every

ten yacht sales worldwide, as rising wealth keeps

demand strong going into the US show season.

Source: CNBC, 27 Oct 2026

Malibu Boats brings seven brands to Fort
Lauderdale

Malibu Boats, the Nasdaq-listed group, is showing

the latest models from seven of its brands at this

week's show.

Source: GlobeNewswire, 28 Oct 2026
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R AC I N G

Django 7x wins the Rolex Middle Sea Race

Giovanni Lombardi Stronati's Wallyrocket Django 7x

has won the 47th Rolex Middle Sea Race overall.

After a close duel with defending champion

Balthasar, the Italian boat finished about an hour

and twenty minutes ahead on IRC corrected time.

Remon Vos's Black Jack 100, skippered by Tristan

Le Brun, took monohull line honours. It finished in

Malta in 2 days, 3 hours and 51 minutes for the 606-

mile lap of Sicily. The race started from Valletta's

Grand Harbour on 17 October with 107 yachts and

945 sailors from 55 countries.

Source: Yacht.de / Devdiscourse, Oct 2026

A sixth straight world title for Pauline
Courtois

France's Pauline Courtois and her Match in Pink

crew have won the Women's Match Racing World

Championship for the sixth year running. This year it

was sailed in matched J/22s at the St. Francis Yacht

Club in San Francisco.

Source: Scuttlebutt Sailing News, Oct 2026

Perfect 13–0 at the US Match Racing
Championship

William Stratton, Matei Meglic and Sidney Gathrid

won the US Match Racing Championship on San

Diego Bay without losing a single match.

Source: Scuttlebutt Sailing News, Oct 2026

Comanche heads for Hobart as Tribeca
Loyal

The 100 ft supermaxi Comanche is back in

Australian waters under new owner Anthony Bell

and now races as Tribeca Loyal. Bell, who won line

honours in 2011 and 2016, is aiming for a third win in

the Rolex Sydney Hobart, which starts on Boxing

Day. Olympic and America's Cup champion Tom

Slingsby rejoins him as sailing master.

Source: Canberra Times, Oct 2026

Also on the water

Forty-six teams are at Southern Yacht Club in New

Orleans for the J/22 World Championship. Scott

Harris of Coronado Yacht Club won the Don Trask

International Masters Regatta. Offshore Racing

Congress delegates meet in Las Palmas de Gran

Canaria from 31 October to 4 November for their

annual general meeting.

Source: Scuttlebutt / ORC, Oct 2026

P O R T U GA L  &  T H E  A LGA RV E

Youth Sailing World Championships
return to Vilamoura

Vilamoura will host the Youth Sailing World

Championships from 11 to 19 December. Nearly 450

sailors and 150 coaches from 64 countries are

expected, racing 29er, ILCA 6, Nacra 15, 420, iQFOiL

and Formula Kite. It's the first venue ever to host

two editions in a row.

World Sailing and Vilamoura Sailing are organising

the event with the Portuguese Sailing Federation

and Marina de Vilamoura. They estimate it could be

worth up to €3.5 million to the region. For sailors in

Portimão it's a short hop along the coast and a

chance to watch some likely Brisbane 2032

Olympians.

Source: Portugal Resident, 21 Oct 2026

Vilamoura named Superyacht Marina of
the Year

Marina de Vilamoura has been reported as

Superyacht Marina of the Year at The Yacht Harbour

Association's 2026 Marina Awards, presented at the

Southampton International Boat Show. Yalikavak

Marina in Türkiye came second and Yas Marina in

Abu Dhabi third. It is a second consecutive win for

the Algarve marina.

Source: Marine Industry News, 2026

More berths on the way along the coast

Work on the Lagos Marina expansion continues.

The €12.5 million project adds 102 berths for boats

up to 30 m. Further east, Faro is preparing to take

over its Commercial Quay with a view to a

recreational marina of around 500 berths.

Source: The Portugal News, Feb & Sep 2026
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R E G U L AT I O N  &  D E S T I N AT I O N S

Saudi Arabia sets rules for small charter
boats in the Red Sea

The Saudi Red Sea Authority has published a

licensing framework for recreational charter boats

up to 11 m and 10 tonnes. Operators will need a

Marine Activities Operator Licence, and each boat

needs a Tourism Charter Licence after an on-site

inspection. Both last 12 months and must be backed

by insurance.

Skippers must brief passengers before every trip

and keep a written emergency plan in Arabic and

English. Prices and cancellation terms must be

shown before booking, and boats must keep to

approved areas to protect the reefs. The rules

appeared in the official gazette on 16 October and

take effect 180 days later, around mid-April 2027.

The existing large-yacht regulations stay as they

are.

Source: YachtCharterFleet, 28 Oct 2026

Annapolis sailboat debuts

The Annapolis Sailboat Show (15–18 October) was

the autumn's big launch pad for cruising sailors.

The Balance 502, Vaan R4 and Knysna 550 drew

the most attention.

Source: Cruising World, Oct 2026

Wintering in the Algarve?
Low-season berths at Portimão Marina run until 31 May, in deep, sheltered

water at the mouth of the Arade. Our boatyard handles haul-outs, antifouling

and refits one mile away. Members get an extra 10% off every marina fee.

Sign up at portimaomarina.com/register.html

info@portimaomarina.com · +351 927 330 683 · portimaomarina.com

Berths from

€5.22
a night · haul-outs from €50.79
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